
Pre-Game Procedures for Basketball Officials Pre-Game Procedures for Basketball Officials 

At 15 minutes prior to game time: Game officials arrive on the court and 
move to their proper positions to observe players.  At the 12 minute mark: 

Referee meets with the Timing and Scoring personnel at the Scoring Table 

and checks the score book.  Once the Referee has completed the table 

instructions: the Umpire(s) join the Referee for the coaches and captains’ 

meeting.  The Referee summons the Head Coaches.  The Umpire(s) 

summon the team Captains.  The meeting is held between the center circle 
and tableside sideline.  The Referee leads this meeting: Welcome players 

and head coaches.  Introduce the Umpire(s).  Ask the Head Coaches the 

following questions: Will your team demonstrate good sporting 
behavior?  Will your team members be legally equipped?  Will your team 

members wear their uniforms properly?  Address other appropriate issues, 

as necessary. Crew then returns to their original positions to observe their 
respective teams.  
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